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What is meant by Jesus Christ is come in the flesh?

Since the time of Christ, people have questioned his appearing in the flesh and the ramifications of his 
appearing. The primary purpose of the Council of Chalcedon was to address the issue of the fleshly 
appearance of Jesus Christ. 

1. Why is this necessary to address?
1 John 4:1-3 2 John 1:7

John tells us that whoever denies that Christ has come in the flesh is a deceiver, an antichrist, and is
not actually of or from God. It is one of the identifiers of the anti-Christian world view.

2. What is the range of possibilities of understanding the coming of Jesus Christ?
John 5:17-18 cmp John 4:24 2 Peter 3:3-5
Mark 6:3 Romans 1:3-4; 8:3

There three possibilities regarding the coming of Jesus Christ. It could be that Christ only came as a
spiritual expression, especially since He is God. It could be that Christ did not really come at all. It 
could be that Christ came but that He came just as any other human being had come. It could be 
that Christ is the physical presentation of God on the earth, He is actually God in the flesh.

3. How do we know that Christ did not come only as a spiritual representation?
John 6:53-57; 20:25-29 Luke 24:39; 2:6-7
Romans 8:2-4 1 John 1:1-3

Jesus was certain to impress upon His disciples that He was present in a physical form after His 
resurrection. This would also indicate that He must have been present in a physical form before the 
resurrection in order for the physical contact expressions to have any real meaning. The reality of 
His physical existence is also indicated by the fact that He was born.
 

4. How do we know that Christ was not just a man that was born and taught great lessons?
2 John 1:7 1 Timothy 3:16
John 8:43-47, 24, 58

The first thing to note is that John and Paul made specific statements about the uniqueness of the 
presence of Jesus Christ. If Jesus were only a person, then there would be no need to associate the 
rejection of His physical presence with being an antichrist and falling under judgment. Nor would 
there be any reason to see His physical presence as any sort of great mystery. Every human being 
enters into the world physically. Jesus clearly identifies Himself as someone very unique. He 
challenges those around Him to point out any sin in His life and none could. Of specific interest is 
the association that Jesus makes equating His life and presence with the life and presence of God. 
Jesus clearly believed Himself to be someone that is unique among all people but at the same time, 
He did not present Himself as being superior to them.


