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How should we respond to the Supreme Court's ruling on marriage?

There are a couple of different responses that professing Christians have had regarding the US Supreme
Court's ruling on same sex marriage. Some say that it is the law of the land and we must obey and 
follow. Others say it is time to raise up an army and start a new revolution. Others say just ignore it, it 
won't affect us.

1. What is our obligation with respect to obeying the laws of the government?
Romans 13:1-5 Matthew 22:17-21; 15:1-9
Acts 5:27-29 Romans 12:18
Titus 3:1-2

The government was designed by God to function as the bearer of God's sword to carry out God's 
justice on those who pursue a life of criminal activity against their fellow man. We are called to 
obey the government and give to it the respect that it due it as called servants of God. There are 
limits, as defined by God, as to how far we are called by God to obey the government. The basic 
limit is if the government is asking you to disobey God, then we are called by God to obey God 
rather than the government. This means that if the government asks us to worship an idol, murder 
another person (capital punishment & war are not what are in view here, but abortion would be), 
steal from another, or support sinful activity like homosexual behavior, then we are commanded by 
God to refuse to obey the government and obey God instead. If we are called by the government to 
violate God's commandments in order to live peaceably with others, then living peaceably with 
others is now beyond our control.

2. What might be the consequences of refusing to follow the new law?
John 16:1-4; 16:32-33 Luke 12:11-12; 21:7-13
Matthew 10:16-22; 24:15-22 Mark 13:7-9; 10:30

Jesus warned us that to obey God rather than man would result in persecution by the world. We 
know that tribulation and turmoil will come and that there will be many who believe that they are 
doing God's will by seeking to destroy those who refuse to bow down to the god of this word. We 
know that believers will be arrested, thrown in jail, put to death, tortured, and many other forms of 
persecution simply because he refuses to submit to the ungodly calls of the government.

3. What might be the consequences of following the new law?
Matthew 10:33 1 Corinthians 5:1-5
Revelation 2:4-5 1 John 2:15-17

Following after the new law will be to follower after man rather than to follow after God. It is a 
type of denial of Christ before other people. To follow after this law COULD be an indication that 
the individual does not understand the call of God and of Christ and has less fear of God than there 
is fear of man. When a person denies Christ, then Christ will deny the person. Remember Paul's call
to the Corinthian church when dealing with a sinning individual in the midst of the congregation, 
he called for the church AND the individual to repent and do what God says.



 
4. What do we need to keep in mind about God's call to us during this time?

Esther 4:14 Isaiah 64:4
1 Corinthians 2:9-10 2 Corinthians 4:15-16
1 Thessalonians 4:7-8

God has created each of us for this time and for this hour. He has called us to live in holiness during
this difficult time and to continue moving forward remembering Christ and telling others about 
Christ. We need to remember that no matter how long or how severe the persecution may become, 
it can never compare to the glorious riches we have in Christ. His riches are not temporary but 
eternal.

5. What do we need to keep in mind about the people embracing the new law?
Psalm 73:10-19 Acts 3:13-19; 17:30-31
Ephesians 4:17-19

We need to remember that the world is completely ignorant of God's call and commands, as were 
we at one time. Therefore, we need to have compassion on them with the full knowledge of what 
awaits them (eternal hell) and that their perceived success is but temporary. We need to pray for 
them that they might repent and believe the gospel and understand what they have done.


