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Open: Why do we still follow the 10 Commandments?

Since a Christian is mostly defined by his relationship with the New Testament and the scriptures teach 
that the law brings about destruction, many people wonder why we still follow the 10 commandments 
and would like them posted and publicly viewable.

1. What are the 10 commandments?
Exodus 20:3-17 Deuteronomy 5:7-21

The 10 Commandments can be separated into 3 groups of commandments. The first 3 
commandments (Exo 20:3-7) are associated with a person's respect for and honoring God. The 4th 
commandment (Exo 20:8-11) is associated with a person's identity as God's chosen people. The 5th-
10th commandments are associated with a person's respect for and honoring other people. All of the 
other commandments in the scriptures can be separated into one of these three categories. For 
example, the dietary laws and clothing laws are associated with a person's identity as God's chosen 
people and that is why they are not observed by the non-Jewish worshiper of God.

2. What is the purpose for the commandments found in the Old Testament?
Galatians 3:22-25 Romans 7:7-12
Luke 18:18-22

The purpose of the Old Testament laws is to expose the sinfulness of every individual. It is because 
of God's law, summarized in the 10 Commandments, that an individual can know that he is a sinner 
in need to salvation. They will ultimately point to the need for Jesus Christ and to His identity as 
the Messiah of God and as God in flesh.

3. What is the effective use of the Old Testament laws?
Deuteronomy 21:18-21

Since the purpose of the Law of God is to expose sin, then the laws effectively demonstrate the just 
and righteous punishment decreed by God for various behaviors. For example, the just punishment 
for a child who is living his live in direct rebellion to his parents is death. Now we do not kill such 
individuals because of God's grace that has been demonstrated to us who are likewise deserving of 
death.

4. Isn't capital punishment a violation of God's commands?
Exodus 21:12-17

God separates out the sin of murder, identified as some form of lying in wait or malicious intent 
from deaths that occur accidentally from deaths occurring as a result of capital punishment. Capital 
punishment is just and righteous in order to “purge” those who are evil from being able to 
perpetrate their crime any further. It also acts to some degree as a deterrent to others from carrying 
out similar crimes.



5. Why don't we carry out all of the punishments for the crimes identified in the Bible?
Ephesians 4:32 Romans 12:19
Deuteronomy 17:2-7 Deuteronomy 19:16-19

Although God's law identifies the just judgment of God for many crimes, we do not carry out all of 
God's just judgment because God has shown us great grace so we extend the grace that God has 
shown us to others who have likewise violated God's commands. Furthermore, revenge or 
vengeance belongs to God and not to man. We need to be careful that we do not seek out revenge 
but appropriate justice mixed with grace.

While capital punishment was and is to be carried out, it is not to be carried out lightly. There must 
be a plurality of witnesses and there is the added protection that if anyone is caught being a false 
witness then he is to receive the punishment that he was seeking for the one he accused. 


