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What can we learn from the examples of women in the Bible?

There are many women in the Bible that have great things to teach us about God's view of women and 
how God desires for women to function.

1. Who are the most prominent women of the Bible?
Eve – Genesis 2:18-24; 3:6

God created woman to be a compatible helper to the man to satisfy man's need for 
companionship so that he might be more link God in whose image and likeness he was made.

Lamech's wives – Genesis 4:23-24
Some men view women as their object of possession and they receive their authority and worth 
from their husbands. This is not what God had designed for them to be.

Sarah – Genesis 12:11-18; 16:1-6; 
Sarah did what she could to protect the life of her husband. Sarah desired for God's promise for 
a child or children to be fulfilled so she pursued a way apart from God's provision for a child. 
Jealously over another woman is clearly described, although she is the one who set up the 
relationship.

Hagar – Genesis 16:4, 7-9; 
Peninnah – 1 Samuel 1:4-6

Pregnancy is one of the greatest signs of blessing and is believed by some to be an identification
of preference. 

Deborah – Judges 4:4-9
Although identified to be a prophetess of God. She desired to submit herself to Barak, the 
captain of Israel's army. She accepted leadership only when Barak refused to take it and 
abdicated his position of leadership to her.

Jael – Judges 4:18-22
She was sensitive to God's larger picture of events and submitted herself to God's will.

Micah's mother – Judges 17:1-4
Irresponsibly and somewhat ignorantly sought to worship the LORD in a way that God called 
an abomination.

Naomi – Ruth 1:1-6; 3:1-4
Although she lost her husband and her sons, she placed as a great priority in her life to be with 
the people of God in the land of God. She also sought for the protection and provision of her 
daughter-in-law.

Ruth – Ruth 1:14-18; 2:2-11;
Ruth knew that following after God and His people was worth giving everything up. Ruth 
sought out the provision for her mother-in-law and worked hard in order to accomplish it. She 
was well known to be a great help to her mother-in-law.



Orpah – Ruth 1:10-15
Orpah feigned desire to be with God's people but preferred her own heritage and the gods of her
own choosing.

Esther – Esther 2:10, 13-17; 4:13-17;
Esther served her guardian well by submitting herself to him and his request for anonymity and 
protection of her people. She was well received by all that met her. She was a woman of great 
humility, respect and willingly submitted herself to those in authority over her. Esther was 
willing to sacrifice herself greatly for the benefit and protection of her people the Jews.

Gomer – Hosea 1:1-5; 3:1-5
Although she was a prostitute she married a prophet and was used by God to illustrate the great 
love that God has for His people and His willingness to forgive. She is also most likely the 
adulteress of Chapter 3 that Hosea bought back. 

Rahab – Joshua 2:1-13
Despite great danger to herself from the people of Jericho, Rahab hid the spies of Israel because
she feared the God of Israel more than she feared the people of Jericho. She willingly submitted
herself to the protection and provision of the people of Israel.

Jezebel – 1 Kings 18:4; 19:1-2; 21:5-10;
Jezebel was a Zidonian (worshiped Ashtoreth – sensuality) who had no fear of God. She tried to
kill the prophets of YHWH. For personal gain she pursued after the killing of a man. It was 
most likely her position as queen and thus her authority that encouraged her to do whatever she 
wanted to do. Power contributed to her acts of doing whatever she wanted to do.

Athaliah – 2 Kings 11:1-3
The thirst for power and to continue in power led her to kill her own grandsons.

Hannah – 1 Samuel 1:9-16; 1:26-2:3, 20-21
Dedicated submission to God will be rewarded.

Mary – Luke 1:27-38;
Mary willingly submitted herself to the calling and work of the Lord despite the possible 
consequences.

Midwives of Exodus – Exodus 1:15-22
The midwives feared God more than Pharaoh. Although their lives were in jeopardy they chose 
to remain obedient to God. God blessed them with a lineage that would be considered to be 
similar to a dynasty.

Rizpah – 2 Samuel 3:7; 21:8-11
Rizpah was a concubine of Saul. She had two sons by Saul and when they were killed by the 
Gibeonites in retaliation for Saul's attempted destruction of them, Rizpah protected their dead 
bodies from scavengers. She was dedicated to her children and were willing to do whatever she 
could for them.


