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What do we know about hell?

The idea of hell has long been discussed in philosophy, religion, and the arts. Although the concept of 
hell is generally used as a euphemism of bad events or a bad place many people actually discount its 
actual existence and fewer comprehend its environment. Some even go as far as to describe it as a place
of perpetual partying.

1. What is meant by hell?
Revelation 20:10-15

Even though the words that are translated as 'hell' (sheol, gehenna, hades, …) can mean anything 
from death, the grave, or a place of condemnation, when Christians speak about hell, we ought to 
be using it as a place of eternal condemnation.

2. Where is hell located?
Psalm 55:15 Isaiah 14:9, 15
Ezekiel 31:16-17 Luke 16:23
Isaiah 5:14

The bible does not explain an actual physical location for hell. The language used for its location is 
'down'. While it could mean that hell is physically located in the center of the earth, this is highly 
unlikely given the fact that hell is described as being 'without measure'. Its physical location cannot 
be found out so that someone, apart from dying, could ever drill into it nor visit it.

Genesis 3:22-24

The best way to picture the physical location of hell is a place that is perpetually and infinitely 
separated from God.

3. Who will be in hell?
Deuteronomy 30:15-20 Psalm 130:3
Romans 3:23; 6:23 Matthew 25:41-46
2 Thessalonians 1:8-9 Revelation 19:20
John 3:36 Revelation 20:12-15

By all rights, everyone should enter into hell. By nature every human being dishonors God and does
not live a life that satisfies the righteous requirements that God has set forth. Everyone who does 
not honor God by believing in the person and work of God's only Son, Jesus Christ, will encounter 
the outpouring of the wrath of God upon them. Every one who does not have their name written in 
the Book of Life that Jesus Christ writes will dwell for all eternity in hell, the lake of fire.

4. What will people in hell be experiencing?
Luke 16:19-31 Matthew 13:41-42, 47-50
Mark 9:42-48 Revelation 9:3-6; 20:10
Habakkuk 2:5



Hell is a place of torment and condemnation. It is a place where people desire death but will be 
unable to obtain death. All that are in hell will know enough about what is going on in heaven and 
they will know that they knew they could have been there but they refused to believe. This will 
only add to their torment and their anguish. They will have an eternity to spend remembering all 
that they missed out on but willingly chose to reject.

5. How long will people be in hell?
Isaiah 33:14 Daniel 12:1-2
Jude 1:6-7 Revelation 20:10

Every human being since the creation will dwell for all eternity. Those who reject Jesus Christ will 
spend that eternity in the torment of hell.


