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Matthew 6:19-24

TOPIC: 
God or Possessions 

INTRODUCTION:

1.
We continues  this morning the new series  on Christian Living

2.
I would like to address the subject of God or Possessions as God described it in Matthew Chapter 6 verses 19-24.

3.
There is nothing more spiritually practical and practically spiritual than an investigation into the proper Christian attitudes toward material possessions.





4.
There are no more penetrating words on this subject than the ones that fell from the lips of the Lord Jesus himself. Perhaps the more helpful and clear words on this subject are found in the Sermon on the Mount.

5.
Our treasure may be a home, it may be a person, it may be a position that we hold or seek after. Whatever means everything to you, that is your treasure. Whatever you find of great importance to you that is your treasure.


6.
Well then, is Jesus saying to us that it is wrong to have treasures, that we should never let anything be of great importance to us? No, for he says “do not lay up for yourselves treasures" (19) but he also says "lay up for yourselves treasures." (20) 

7.
There is nothing wrong in the treasures. They are perfectly right, and so is the idea of having things.


Well, then, is the words lay up that indicate something wrong here? Is Jesus warning us against the folly of storing personal possessions? Is he warning against bank accounts and safe deposits and this type of thing? 

Again the answer must be "No," because of course he not only says "lay not up for yourselves treasures" but he also says "lay up for yourselves treasures." Storing is right! The desire to possess is instinctive in human life, God-given, in other words, a natural thing.




Well then, is it the words for yourselves that is wrong? 


Is he saying here that we ought not to be thinking about ourselves but only of others, that this is what is wrong? 

No, again he not only says "lay not up for yourselves," but he also says "lay up for yourselves treasures." 

So, as we narrow it down to what he is specifically saying to us, we see that the whole issue here hangs on these two words on earth (19) and in heaven. (20)

Storing treasures on earth is wrong. 



Storing treasures in heaven, that is right.









Now, in a moment, we want to look at what earth and heaven specifically mean, but in either case, whether it is laying up treasures on earth or laying up treasures in heaven, the laying up is something that we do right now. It is something that occupies the time of our earthly existence. 




We are, right now, either laying up treasures on earth, or laying up treasures in heaven. In other words, it is something that we can do every day.

Now let us look at the issue. 







What practical way do we have of distinguishing what he means by treasures on earth as opposed to treasures in heaven? 





We know how easy it is to lay up treasures on earth. 

We all live here, and know what they are. 




But what are these treasures in heaven and how do we lay them up? That is our primary objective.

Obviously the treasures on earth lie in the realm of persons, places, and things. In other words, the tangible, the material; these are the treasures of earth. We know that we must use these things by virtue of the fact that we are human beings, and our Lord never says that we should run away from the use of earthly things. The treasures on earth are the tangible, material values which we expect to enjoy now.






You see this in Verse 32 of this same chapter where Jesus says, "For after all these things the gentiles seek" That is, the pagan, the man of the world, who does not have God in his consciousness, seeks after things. 

You need only to flip through the pages of the current issue of any magazine to see how fully this is substantiated. The world is concerned about things. 

Well then, what are the treasures of heaven? That is the thing that we want to know. It is evident that if the treasures of earth lie in the realm of tangible, material things, then obviously the treasures of heaven lie in the realm of attitudes and deeds, the intangible, the immaterial. 

There are a number of Scriptures that substantiate this very clearly.









In Luke 4, when Jesus gives a summary of his own he describes his activities in these terms, Luke 4:18, 19

18 "The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

 
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD."

Good deeds, loving service, proper attitudes; with the motivation of presenting the kingdom of God to others, these are the treasures of heaven. You see this again when Paul, in writing to young Timothy says in 1 Timothy 6:17-19

17 Command those who are rich in this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives us richly all things to enjoy.

 
18 Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give, willing to share,

 19 storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may lay hold on eternal life.

Now, worthy enterprises, helpful things, right relationships of love, joy, comfort and strengthening of one another, these are the treasures in heaven. Jesus precisely pins this down in Matthew 25 in that message on the judgment at the end of the age in the word that he addresses to the righteous there. He says in Matthew 25:35, 36

36 `I was naked and you clothed Me; I was sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.'

37 "Then the righteous will answer Him, saying, `Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?

Those are the treasures in heaven. They are something that we do now and enjoy later as opposed to the things that we do now and enjoy now. 

Notice, these words of our Lord are addressed to us as a command, an injunction. "Lay not up for yourselves treasures on earth ... but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven." Be rich in this area. This is a command that sums up the whole of his teaching in this realm.

But our Lord is very gracious. He does not leave us there, but explains something further. Nor only does he give us the command that reveals the difference but he also makes, along with it, a comment that describes a difficulty. For in each case he says:

1
19 "Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal;

20 "but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

In mentioning the moths, the rust, and the thieves he is showing us what happens when we lay up treasures on earth. I think there is a very delicate touch of humor here. What our Lord is saying is: "If your treasures are on earth I can tell you the whole story of them in three words -- moth, rust, and thieves. That is the whole thing." And that is the trouble with treasures of earth, 
If our treasures exist in the realm of things, of persons, of pleasures, the one thing we can be absolutely certain of is that we are certain to lose them! 

There is no way we can preserve them for ourselves. The terms that our Lord uses here, "moths, rust, and thieves" are not only literally true of much of earthly treasure, but they are also symbolically true. 




They stand for certain characteristics of earthly treasures that are always true. We know them well. We know, for instance, that earthly treasure -- things, persons, places, positions, favor, etc. -- never fully satisfy us. 

They never meet our need, there is always something missing.  We get something we crave, and, the moment we get it, we find there is a sense of disappointment, of something lacking. It is not as fully satisfying to us as we thought.

Our Lord is indicating here that all of them ultimately perish. What the moths and the rust do not get, the thieves will take away, and there is no protection against them. 

Illness strikes and our store is gone. Some financial loss occurs, some market collapse takes it all away, inflation eats the value of it, a strike occurs and we are out of a job, war comes, and, of course, the greatest thief of all, death, takes everything.

We brought nothing into the world, and we can take nothing out of it. This is the trouble with earthly treasures. They all, without exception, perish. "But" Jesus says, "treasures in heaven are never lost." Look at Matthew 10: 42 "And whoever gives one of these little ones only a cup of cold water in the name of a disciple, assuredly, I say to you, he shall by no means lose his reward." (Mat 10:42 NKJ)

The simplest thing, the least important act given in the name of Christ never loses its reward.

And hour spent in visiting the sick or counseling the troubled or comforting the grieving or cheering the lonely is never lost. Peter says in 1Peter 1:4 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

These are the treasures in heaven that are being laid up as we go through life right now. The only time we can lay them up is now. Those are truly safe deposits that can never be lessened in any degree. 






Money spent for missions or to help the poor or to aid some struggling student or invested in some cause for Christ's sake is never lost -- never lost. 

We may forget it, in fact, it is best we do. In this same message Jesus teaches us that we are not to do our alms in public, nor even to let our right hand know what our left hand does. That is, do not talk about it to yourself, forget it. But God never forgets.

This is the thing about treasures in heaven. But this is not yet the whole story. 

Our Lord's major argument to support his command is even more powerful than this. In Verses 21-24, he unveils to us a commitment which creates a danger. This is very important.

21 "For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 

In other words, a treasure has a remarkable power over us. It draws us like a magnet, it exercises a tremendous grip and power over us.

Notice the chain of effect that Jesus draws here. He says first the heart is involved. "Where your treasure is, there your heart will be," These treasures grip us whether they are of earth or in heaven. They seize our feelings; our affections and they hold them in an iron grip. 












there lies the terrible danger of treasures on earth. We find that if our affections are centered on things, we begin to love things and use people instead of using things and loving people as we are called to do. We discover that we are ready to fight to keep these things that we love.They have claimed our affection. 

But this is not the whole story. Not only are our affections involved, but the mind is next. Jesus said:

22 "The lamp of the body is the eye. If therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light.23 "But if your eye is bad, your whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light hat is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!

The eye is a symbol of the mind. It is the way we look at things. The eye observes, but it is the mind that perceives, so the one stands for the other. What Jesus is saying is that there are only two possible ways of looking at things. If the eye is single, that is, a spiritual mind, a mind set on treasures in heaven, a mind which properly evaluates treasure, that man sees everything clearly and truly. His whole body is full of light. Everything is in its right perspective. Life is in focus. But if he has a bad eye, ("an evil eye" the King James says), if his eye is set on treasures on earth, then there is a cloudiness, a haziness. His vision is blurred and distorted; he does not see things as they truly are. That is what Jesus is saying.

The terrible thing is that what the heart seizes upon, the mind begins to justify. This is the step that he is outlining here. Here is the awful power that we call rationalization. This is what he means when he says, "If the light that is in you is darkness, how great is that darkness!" This is the ability of the mind to justify what the affections have seized on.

So we rationalize, and it all sounds so clear and so full of light, but Jesus says, "If the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!" 

If the mind which is designed in man to be the means by which he properly evaluates is clouded, is colored by lusts and desires, how great is that darkness! The whole life is plunged into darkness. 

And then the final step. It not only involves the heart and the mind, but the will. Verse 24:

24 "No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon. 

When you use that word serve, you move into the realm of action, of choice, of decision. 



What Jesus is saying is that when we are captured by earthly treasures we are held as a slave, emotion, mind, and will, in the grip of a power from which we cannot deliver ourselves. 


We say that we serve God but we are actually serving mammon; that is, materialism, and wealth. The proof of our blindness and our slavery to earthly treasures is found in the naive certainty that we often display that we can serve God on Sunday and mammon on Monday through Saturday and that God will accept this; that we can work out a compromise. 

Jesus says, you cannot serve God and mammon. What Jesus is saying is that these are absolutes. 



But yet what Jesus is saying is that there is something even worse. It is the materialism that thinks it is godly! In the letter to the church at Laodicea God reminded them of this. 16 "So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth.17 "Because you say,` I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'-- and do not know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked--

So the question here is not "What do you confess?" but, "Whom do you serve?" 

It is either God or mammon, (possessions) it cannot be both. Everyone in this congregation -- including the preacher -- is either serving God or serving mammon. We are not doing both. We cannot do both, that is the point that Jesus makes.

Here are three questions by which you can test yourself: 

1. The first question is in the realm of the heart, the emotions, the feelings. Ask yourself, "What are my feelings toward material things, material values? Do I find them very important to me? Am I deeply disturbed if there is something I want but I cannot have it, or that I have and lose it? Does it upset me? 

Do I think of myself as a pilgrim, a sojourner passing through this earthly life? 

Can I regard these things with a kind of detachment, an objectivity that allows me to use them but not to be bound to hem?" That is the first question, in the realm of the feelings.

2. The second is in the realm of the mind. Ask yourself, "Do I find it necessary to explain why I have things or want this things? Do I act on impulse and justify it later? Do I desire something and then seek the reasons why I should have it? Is my mind, in other words, engaged in the task of rationalizing, justifying that which my emotions desire?"

3. And then the third question, which lies in the realm of the will, 

Let us ask ourselves this question. "Would I honestly apply the same effort to snatch up a spiritual opportunity as I would to take advantage of material one?"

All I am asking is that in the quietness and loneliness of your home, in a moment before God, in the presence of these searching words of the Lord Jesus, we each one ask our own hearts, "Would I use the same resources to buy up a spiritual opportunity as I would a material one?"

Prayer

Lord Jesus, we have felt the sword of the Spirit in our hearts this morning. You know, Lord, that each of us has a sense of guilt in this matter. We know there have been times when we have indulged our earthly desires at the expense of treasures in heaven. Not, Lord, that it is wrong that we have things. Your very word says these things have been given to us that we may enjoy them, but O Lord, there is this terrible danger that our hearts will be captured by them, that we will live for these things, that we will put this first in our priority list, that it is this type of thing that we are saving up funds for or wanting to invest in, rather than treasures in heaven. Reverses our values this morning, Father, bring us back to a balanced life. We pray in Christ's name, Amen.



